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This invention relates to an improvement in 
apparatus for fmishing wood flooring. 
Heretofore apparatus for the factory aïnishing 
of wood flooring bas comprised an endless belt 
conveyor adapted fo convey flooring units, as 5 
strips or lengths of wood flooring or wood floor- 
ing blocks, into operative relation with means for 
applying a finishing composition, means for 
spreading, worMng in and removing excess of the 
applied flnishing composition, means for drying 10 
the finishing composition, means for the applica- 
tion of wax and lïnally means for finishing or 
polishing the fiooring lengths or blocks. Appa- 
ratus for the finishing of wood flooring as here- 
tofore used is weli exemplified by the disclosure 15 
of United States patent, Reissue No. 23,002, dated 
May 18, 1948, fo Partee and Gray. 
Such apparatus as heretofore used has proved 
generally satisfactory, but bas been round to 
possess certain disadvantages, more particularly 2O 
in that in the application and removal of excess 
finishing composition and in the polishing after 
the application of wax, a certain amount of 
flnishing composition and .wax together with 
brush fibers and accumulated dirt works to the 25 
underside of the conveyor and accurnulates and 
dries or hardens between the conveyor and the 
supporting plate thereof, with the result that 
the surface of the conveyor becomes irregular and 
strips or lengths of fiooring, or wood flooring 30 
blocks, do not lie level thereon and hence do not 
present a level surface to the various instru- 
mentalities, as brushes, buffers, etc. which act to 
spread, work in and remove excess of the applied 
finishing composition and wax and effect final 35 
finishing or polishing of the flooring. 
Now in accordance with this invention, means 
are provided in connection .with aPparatus for 
the factory finishing of wood fioorini in the 
îorm of strips, lengths or blocks, by vhich the 40 
accumulation of finishing composition, wax, 
brush aïbers and accumulated dirt beneath the 
conveyor is eliminated with assurance that the 
surface of the conveyor will be level so that strips 
or lengths of wood fioorini, oi wood fiooring 45 
blocks, will lie level thereon and present a level 
surface to the various instrumentalities for ef- 
fecting finishing as they are conveyed into oper- 
ative relationship therewith. 
Having now indicated, in a ieneial way, the 5o 
nature and purpose of this invention, I will pro- 
ceed to a detailed description of a preferred em- 
bodiment thereof with reference to the accom- 
panying drawing, in which: 
Figure 1 is a view, partly in section, showing ii 55 
detafl an embodiment of this invention. 
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Figure 2 is a sectional view on line 2--2, Fig- 
ure 1. 
Figure 3 is a side view showing the association 
of the embodiment of this invention, as shown in 
Figures 1 and 2, with other instrumentalities of 
apparatus for the factory finishing of wood floor- 
ing. 
In connection with the following description 
reference is ruade to the disclosure of United 
States patent, Re. No. 23,002, heretofore referred 
to and which is ruade a part hereof. 
Referring now fo the drawings, ! indicates a 
supporting frame which supports side frames 2, 
between which runs an endless belt 3, supported 
by a sheet metal plate 4. 
The sheet metal, plate 4 is formed in discon- 
tinuous sections, the adjacent ends 4', 4' of which 
are spaced apart, the adjacent end portions being 
supported by cross members 5, 5 extending be- 
tween the side frames 2, 2. 
Suspended from the cross members 5, 5 is a re- 
ceiver, as a trough 6, which extends laterally of 
and below the conveyor belt 3 across the gap be- 
tween the spaced apart ends 4', 4' of the metal 
plate 4. The bottom of the trough  slopes from 
one end of the trough to the other, i. e., from 
one side of and beneath the conveYor belt 
With more particular reference fo Figure '3, as 
in the apparatus disclosed in United States pat- 
ent, Re. No. 2,002, ! 5 indicates a spray booth for 
the application of finishing composition fo floor- 
ing on the conveyor belt 3, while 7 indicates a 
brush, driven by a motor 9, for spreading flnish- 
ing composition applied fo the flooring on the 
conveyor belt and a burlap pad buffet is indicated 
af 10, driven by a motor I, adapted fo further 
spread and effect removal of excess fmishing 
composition. Heating means, for drying the 
finishing composition, as banks of infra-red 
lamps, are indicated at 2. Means for the ap- 
plication of wax are indicated at ,, and a brush 
for polishing is indicated at ! 3, driven by a motor 
In operation, as ,will now, it is believed, be ob- 
vious, as the conveyor belt ,3 travels over the sup- 
porting plate 4, any dried or semi-dried fmishing 
composition, wax, brush aïbers and dirt which 
cumulate under the conveyor belt will be carried 
along to be dropped into the trough  extending 
laterally of the conveyor belt across the gap be- 
tween adjacent ends of sect2ons of plate 
As wfll be obvious, fmshing composition, wax, 
etc. collecting in trough  wi]l be readfly removed 
therefrom manually. 
It will be apPreciated that the plate 4 may be 
formed in as man sections, with gaps between 
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adjacent sections, as may be desired or necessary 
to effect removal of any undesired accumulation 
of finishing composition, vax brush fibres, dirt, 
etc. beneath the conveyor belt 3 to an extent such 
as ,to cause the upper surface of the belt and 
flooring units thereon to be out of level hen 
presented fo the several instrumentalities for ef- 
fecting flnishing. 
What is claimed 
A conveyor adapted for use in flnishing floor- 
ing units comprising an endless belt, the upper 
reach of said belt being supported on a plurality 
of spaced sections of metal plate and a single 
ceiver extending Iaterally of and comPletely 
neath satd upper reach of said belt between said 
spaced sections of metal plate» said receiver being 
formed in the shape of a trough having the bot- 
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tom thereof sloping in a single plane laterally of 
the longitudinal extension of the conveyor, and 
having the side walls of said trough of a hetght 
such that the upper end of the sloping bottcm 
5 of the trough is spaced a substantiat distance 
below the top of said trough. 
LESI_ HESS JONF. 
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